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17 11 August 18, 1906 

Mortality in Santos, State of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

During the year there were in all in the municipality of Santos 
1,655 deaths. Of the total number of deaths about 23 per cent were 
caused by infectious and contagious diseases. The daily average num- 
ber of deaths was 4.64. 

The following were the numbers of deaths produced by infectious 
diseases: Tuberculosis, 185; variola, 77; malarial fevers, 54; grippe, 
23; enteric fever, 11; dysentery, 5; bubonic plague, 4; yellow fever, 
1; other diseases of this class, 20. 

Bubonic plague in Argentina. 

A dispatch of the 12th instant from Buenos Ayres, Argentina, states 
that the preceding day there were, in the city of Tucuman, 6 fatal 
cases of a disease supposed by the health authorities to be bubonic 
plague. The cases were not, however, verified; at least there has been 
no such report received here. 

Late repm'ts of variola in Chile. 

Reports dated the 14th instant from Santiago state that from the 
date of the recrudescence of variola in that citj^ there has been in all 
a total of 1,297 fatal cases. 

Under the same date is a report that the Government in Congress 
has appropriated the sum of 300,000 pesos — about $150,000— for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of epidemic diseases in that country. 

A dispatch of the 13th instant from Santiago states that there has 
been a severe recrudescence of bubonic plague in Antofagasta. 

A press dispatch of date of the 17th instant states that the Chilean 
Government has resolved to pass a statute making vaccination against 
variola compulsory. There have been rumors of such anticipated 
action for some time, but as j-et nothing has been done in the way of 
such legislation. 

Variola in Bio Grande do Sul, Brazil. 

Reports received here from unofficial sources, some private letters, 
and also from the daily press of this city and the press of Rio Grande, 
show that the epidemic of variola in Rio Grande seems to be beyond 
control of the health authorities at that place. 

A report from Rio Grande do Sul, lately received here, states as 
follows: 

The epidemic of variola has spread out in all, directions throughout the city, and 
there are now many houses which contain 4, 5, or 6 persons afflicted with this 
disease, and which have been virtually deserted by the well members of the families 
occupying them. 

Yesterday [the 11th instant] there were 15 new cases reported to the health 
department, and the preceding day 16 caseswere reported. It is, however, believed 
that these numbers do not in any way embrace the total number of cases, as most 
persons endeavor to conceal the cases as long as possible, or until a fatal termination 
defies concealment. 

Each day of the epidemic seems to be more terrible and the outlook appears more 
gloomy. 

The concealed cases each day, by reason of their concealment and consequent 
nonisolation, are the means of a fearful increment in the epidemic. 

The situation is most horrible. 



